Join the Blue NDC Challenge

...and help drive a wave of ocean-climate action!
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The next group of countries accepting the Blue NDC Challenge will be formally announced
during a High-Level event on Monday, September 22, 2025, at Climate Week NYC. All countries
announcing by or before September 22 will be featured at the NYC Climate Week event,

amplified on social media by supporting partners, featured in a Press Release during Climate
Week NYC, have the potential opportunity to be featured in additional media pieces, and
featured during events at COP30, including Ocean Action day.

What's the Blue NDC Challenge?

On 9 June 2025, at the UN Ocean Conference, Brazil and France launched a landmark international
initiative to ambitiously scale up ocean-focused climate action. The Blue NDC Challenge calls on all ocean
nations to place the ocean at the heart of their climate plans (nationally determined contributions, or
NDCs) ahead of COP30, which Brazil will host in November, 2025.

What does it mean to join?

Joining the Challenge means the country has, or plans to, include ocean-based climate solutions in its
NDC for the current cycle, supplementing documentation, or as part of implementation plans for a sector-
based or economy-wide NDC. This approach is designed to be inclusive, as a way to highlight how ocean-
based climate solutions contribute to national climate goals.

Depending on their national context, countries can for instance include, eg.:

e sustainably managing, conserving and restoring coastal and marine ecosystems (e.g., marine spatial
planning, integrated coastal zone management, climate-smart marine protected areas),
phasing out offshore oil and gas production (e.g., legal ban),

e scaling up responsible marine renewable energy (e.g., offshore wind energy, incentivizing innovative
technology and technology transfer),

e decarbonizing and adapting maritime industries (e.g., shipping, value and supply chains of aquatic
food production), or

e fostering sustainable, climate-resilient fisheries and aquaculture (e.g., ecosystem-based fisheries
management, integrated risk management).

Who has already joined?
Launched by: Brazil and France at UNOC3

Endorsed by: Australia, Fiji, Kenya, Mexico, Palau, and the Republic of Seychelles
Supported by: Ocean & Climate Platform, Ocean Conservancy, and World Resources Institute
In partnership with: WWF-Brazil, Environmental Defense Fund

When are the next opportunities to join?

o New York Climate Week — A group of countries accepting the Blue NDC Challenge will be formally
announced during a High-Level event on Monday, September 22, 2025. Please email
alaura@oceanconservancy.orq if your country would like to participate.

® At Pre-COP.

At COP30, an assessment of the submitted NDCs will be presented, evaluating how much they incorporate

ocean-based actions — and there will be a side event to present this and welcome new joiners.




What would you get from joining the Challenge?

e Receive promotional support to enhance visibility of national efforts on ocean-climate action

>
>

Draft social media posts announcing a new country has joined the challenge and amplification;
Include quotes and highlights of ocean-based climate solutions in your NDC in information
available to the ocean community and the press in advance of COP30; and featured on the “Blue
NDC challenge” webpage, currently under development.

o Receive technical support to enhance ocean-based climate solutions in draft NDC:

>

>

>

This support can range from informal review and technical assistance to enhance draft targets,
support drafting conditional targets based on the potential of ocean-based climate solutions in
a particular country, options for expressing commitment to ocean-based climate solutions in
economy-wide NDCs.
Sharing relevant resources and guidelines that provide recommendations tailored to
incorporating one or more ocean-based climate solutions in NDCs or supplementary documents.
The Blue NDC Challenge is supported by the NDC Partnership, which assists member countries
in establishing NDCs through a comprehensive multi-year framework for climate action by
facilitating access to technical assistance and finance tailored to country requests. There are two
pathways to access support:
1) If you are already a member of NDC Partnership, submit a request through your
Country Engagement Specialist and/or In-Country Facilitator to develop the
request; or
2) For countries that are not members, you can reach out to the Partnership through
this form Support Opportunities - NDC 3.0 Navigator or reach out directly to
Micheline Khan.
Please note, Blue NDC Challenge participants are not required to participate in the NDC
Partnership.

e Attract funding and encourage mobilization from non-state actors to support implementation:

>

>

When embedding ocean-based climate targets into NDCs and the associated implementation
plans, governments can send a clear message to investors and the private sector that there is
long-term commitment and stability in their markets. This can unlock the technical capacity,
technology transfer, and investment needed for this critical ocean-climate solution.

The Blue NDC Challenge is connected to the non-state actor-led Ocean Breakthroughs targets —
which identify five key tipping points for action and funding mobilization by 2030 across marine
conservation, food, energy, transport, and tourism. Each breakthrough is co-led by engaged
NGO and private sector organizations with expertise and networks to associated ocean sectors.

How to join?

To join the Blue NDC Challenge, the first and most important step is that the country expresses interest
and has the possibility to integrate ocean-based actions into its NDC or implementation plans. To take
part in the Challenge, or receive more information, please reach out to a representative of one of the
three partner organizations — namely the Ocean & Climate Platform, Ocean Conservancy, or the World
Resources Institute. Please find below relevant contact information:

Ocean & Climate Platform Marine Lecerf, Head of mlecerf@ocean-climate.org

International Policy

Ocean Conservancy Anna-Marie Laura, Senior alaura@oceanconservancy.org

Director of Climate Policy

World Resources Institute — Micheline Khan, Senior micheline.khan@wri.org
Ocean Program Associate for Ocean Climate




Background on the Blue NDC Challenge

The 10-year anniversary of the Paris Agreement, adopted under the UNFCCC, is both a moment to celebrate
its achievements and double down on commitments to collectively meet its goals. While ratcheting up climate
ambition through Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) has successfully shifted the trajectory from 5°C
of warming by 2100 predicted in 2015 to 2.5-2.9°C predicted today, we are still not on track to limit global
warming to 1.5-2°C and protect life on Earth as we know it.!

The world cannot afford to overlook critical climate solutions, and ocean-based climate solutions have
untapped potential that could turn the tide, contributing significantly to climate change mitigation and
adaptation while delivering co-benefits for biodiversity and sustainable development. Increasingly ambitious
NDCs that fully incorporate ocean-based climate solutions are needed in the next round of submissions, due
in 2025, and no later than those due in 2030, to advance our global goals for climate, nature and people.?

The Blue NDC Challenge urges all Parties to the Paris Agreement to integrate ocean-based climate solutions
into their NDCs submissions due prior to COP30 in Brazil.

Governments taking on the challenge, and submitting Blue NDCs, will be committing to accelerate ocean-based
mitigation and/or adaptation action, considering co-benefits for nature and people. Depending on their
national context, countries can for instance include:
e sustainably managing, conserving and restoring coastal and marine ecosystems (e.g., marine
spatial planning, integrated coastal zone management, climate-smart marine protected areas),
e phasing out offshore oil and gas production (e.g., legal ban),
e scaling up responsible marine renewable energy (e.g., offshore wind energy, incentivizing
innovative technology and technology transfer),
e decarbonizing and adapting maritime industries (e.g., shipping, value and supply chains of aquatic
food production), or
e fostering sustainable, climate-resilient fisheries and aquaculture (e.g., ecosystem-based fisheries
management, integrated risk management).

NDCs represent the highest level of demonstrated political will to meet governments' climate commitments,
serving as both a roadmap to assess progress and send a strong signal for investment, capacity building, and
technical assistance. The clearer and more actionable NDCs are, the more effectively they will catalyze
planning, financing, regulatory certainty, and other enabling conditions for on-the-ground progress.

Upholding the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities is essential to ensure that all countries
can meet their goals, based on their needs and capacities. Without sufficient means of implementation, ocean-
based climate solutions will continue to lag. Leveraging key enablers — such as climate finance, technology
transfer, and capacity building — is critical to closing the gap between ambition and action, particularly for
developing countries.

The goals and ambition of NDCs are operationalized through enabling policies and action plans and this is also
true for ocean-based climate solutions. For example, inclusive, transparent and evidence-based marine spatial
planning can act as a powerful decarbonization tool by identifying where and how ocean-based climate
solutions can be cited to achieve as many mitigation and adaptation benefits as possible. Ocean climate action
plans can also be developed to complement and operationalize sector-specific or economy-wide NDCs.

" United Nations Environment Programme (2024). Emissions Gap Report 2024: No more hot air ... please! With a massive gap
between rhetoric and reality, countries draft new climate commitments. Nairobi. Available online at:
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskagke326/files/2025-01/egr2024.pdf
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Nationally Determined Contributions: Opportunities for Ocean-Based Climate Action” Working Paper. Washington, DC: World
Resources Institute. Available online at www.wri.org/publication/enhancing-nationally-determined-contributions-opportunities-for-
ocean-basedclimate-acti




The governments accepting the challenge will be supported by a broad range of partners and initiatives,
notably the Ocean Breakthroughs, led by the Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate Action and the UN High
Level Climate Champions, and the NDC Partnership hosted by World Resources Institute who share the goal of
accelerating climate action and investment in ocean-based climate solutions for a net-zero, resilient, and
nature-positive by 2050.

The ocean has borne the weight of greenhouse emissions and global warming thus far, absorbing over 90% of
the excess heat generated by man-made emissions. However, it is now nearing the limit of what it can absorb.
Failure to limit global warming to 1.5-2°C, will cause irreversible climate consequences, including more
extreme weather events hitting the coastlines, global food insecurity, mass coral bleaching events, accelerated
sea level rise, and rapid melting of ice sheets, that may result in catastrophic consequences for societies and
our planet.

The Blue NDC Challenge is a call to embrace the climate solutions the ocean has to offer and ensure a
habitable and resilient planet for future generations. Joining this initiative will support a coherent and

integrated roadmap from Nice to Belém to elevate ocean-climate issues at the global level.

To ensure a healthy ocean, the time to act is now.



